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The classic tailgate party – it’s a place where music and 
laughter fill the air, the scent of grilled meat makes your 
stomach growl and the cheesiest display of your favorite 
sports team’s apparel and décor is celebrated.

Consumers spend $35 billion every year equipping their 
tailgate parties with the tastiest foods, techiest gadgets 
and newest team gear. But it hasn’t always been that way.
Believe it or not, the first tailgate didn’t occur before two 
sports teams, but rather a battle of two armies. It was the 
summer of 1861 when spectators from Washington, D.C. 
packed their wagons with food and liquor and headed to 
Manassas, Va. to watch their Union soldiers take on the 
Confederate troops in the First Battle of Bull Run.

Fast forwarding to happier times, the experience has evolved 
to the point where many consider the pre-game party more 
important than the game itself. It’s all about hanging out with 
family and friends while taking in the camaraderie of the 
festival-like atmosphere around you. And did we mention 
the food? Today the most extravagant tailgating parties have 
become a foodie’s paradise, where burgers and brats are 

often replaced by delicacies like chorizo-stuffed mushrooms 
and pecan-crusted tilapia.

Parking lots may lack every amenity you can think of, but 
unless you invite thousands of your neighbors to park on 
your lawn, you can’t recreate the tailgating experience 
at home. But thanks to the quieter and smarter Generac 
iQ2000 portable inverter generator, you can bring the 
comforts of home to the parking lot on game day.

Portable generators, like the iQ2000, allow tailgaters to use 
electric grills, microwaves, crockpots and portable stoves. 
Battery-operated AM/FM radios are being replaced by flat 
screen televisions, and some die-hards have gone so far as to 
abandon their foldout lawn chairs in favor of heated massage 
recliners and even hot tubs.

Yes, the sky’s the limit when it comes to tailgating. Looking for 
some ways to supercharge your parking lot experience this 
year and become an Epic Tailgater? We’ve got you covered. 
Check out the rest of this guide for ideas and accessories 
that will help make your parties more memorable.
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THE EVOLUTION OF TAILGATING

The Classic Tailgate Party: 
There’s Nothing Else Like It 



Have you ever envied neighboring tailgating set-ups when 
pulling into the parking lot on game day? Do your friends turn 
down invitations to your tailgating party in favor of attending 
someone else’s? If you answered ‘yes’ to either of these 
questions, you might want to think about stepping it up this 
year. You can quickly go from a zero to a hero in the local 
tailgating scene simply by being prepared and adding some 
electronics and appliances to put your party over the top.

TVs are a game changer
Whether your friends are addicted to following their fantasy 
sports stats or you want to keep tabs on rivals across the 
league, having a nice big flat screen will make you the life of 
the party. Before you know it, your guests will be selling their 
tickets to the game so they can watch it from the comfort of 
your fully stocked station in the parking lot.

A few ways to get a TV signal when tailgating include:
    • Hooking up to an HDTV antenna for free access to 
      games broadcast by local network affiliates.
    • Connecting your TV to a laptop to live stream channels 
      like ESPN and the Big Ten and MLB networks.
    • Using a portable antenna and compatible receiver to 
      access your satellite provider’s signal.

Pump up the volume
Wireless speakers are great for pumping out the tunes at 
outdoor gatherings. Some quality units weigh less than 
5 lbs., provide up to 15 hours of battery life and still pack 
a decent punch in terms of sound quality. More powerful 
speakers weigh between 30 to 50 lbs. and deliver richer 
sound. While their 5- to 7-hour battery life should still get 
you through the party, they can easily be connected to your 
portable generator to keep your party hopping until the folks 
from parking services tell you it’s time to clear out.

Leave the ice at home
Let’s face it – if your friends get food poisoning from your 
tailgate party, you will never live it down. Thus, keeping food 
at the proper temperatures is essential. Options include:

    • Portable refrigerator/freezers offer more space for food 
      and drinks at adequate cooling temperatures, but can 
      be pricey.
   • Thermoelectric coolers cost less, but they’re smaller and 
     only cool to 40°F below the outside temperature. Some 
     can be reversed into warmers though, which is handy on 
     days when hot foods can keep partygoers from turning 
     into ice statues.

Chili quells those chilly temps
There’s nothing like a bowl of chili on a cold fall or winter 
day, especially when a pair of long underwear is your 
main defense against frostbite. Having a crockpot on hand 
enables you to prepare warm foods at home and keep them 
piping hot up through kickoff.

“Mix up” your beverage options
Beverages that come in cans and bottles are great, but 
having a blender onsite is a good way to move your tailgate 
party up a few notches. Offering blended iced beverages 
during the hot summer months is guaranteed to quench 
the thirsts of your guests. While you’re at it, bring a coffee 
machine so you can keep caffeine addicts wide awake.

Bring the heat
Other than the high fan-to-port-a-potty ratio, subzero 
temperatures are the biggest hindrance to a tailgating party. 
Fortunately there are a wide range of portable heaters, 
heated folding chairs, pads and electric blankets to choose 
from that can help keep your guests warm.

Stay connected all day
Live-streaming, texting, posting photos on social media and 
making last-minute changes to your fantasy football roster 
can drain smartphone batteries. Impress your guests with 
your preparedness by providing a charging station for their 
iPhones and Android devices. To go above and beyond, supply 
partygoers with web access by hooking up a mobile hotspot. 
Just make sure you come up with a good password so fans of 
the opposing team can’t leach off your data plan.

Becoming an Epic Tailgater:
It’s Easier Than You Think
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  Recipe #1

  Chocolate Covered  Cherry Milkshake
  Makes: 2 milkshakes
  • 1/2 ounce Monin Dark Chocolate Sauce         • 1/3 cup tart cherry pie filling
  • 1 pint Ben & Jerry’s Cherry Garcia Ice Cream  • 1 medium sized brownie
  • Garnish: whipped cream and Maraschino cherries

Swirl the chocolate sauce inside a chilled milkshake glass. Spoon the ice cream into a 
blender. Pulse on low speed a few times until ice cream is broken up, then add sour cherry 
pie filling and crumbled brownie. Pulse on low speed until just barely combined. Serve in 
the chocolate-swirled glass, topped with whipped cream and a Maraschino cherry.

Recipe courtesy of Kathy Casey, Liquid Kitchen
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Aside from inclement weather, there’s nothing worse than a loud 
generator drowning out the conversation at your tailgate party. 
Fortunately the Generac iQ2000 inverter portable generator 
removes excessive noise from the equation.

Made with activities like tailgating, camping and hunting in 
mind, the iQ2000’s state-of-the-art sound mitigation technology 
coupled with advanced electronics greatly reduces noise and 
improves fuel consumption. In fact, third-party testing proves 
the iQ2000 is quieter1 than current market leader Honda, 
ensuring tailgaters can run their appliances and electronics 
without disturbing partygoers or compromising power.

Reduced noise isn’t the only benefit of the iQ2000. Its ultra-
lightweight design was specifically engineered for easy portability, 
and its PowerDial™ integrates the start, run and stop functions 
into one simple-to-use dial, conveniently located for quick startup.

Plus, an intuitive, fully functional LED dashboard shows fuel 
level status, remaining runtime and wattage use. This ensures 
you won’t have to take your attention off the grill to figure out 
how much fuel and wattage is available.

With three modes of operation to select from when powering 
your party and parallel capability enabling you to combine 
two generators for nearly double the power, the iQ2000 
has become the clear choice for serious tailgaters across 
the country. And to top it off, it’s the only inverter generator 
engineered and built in the U.S.2

For more details and information about the iQ2000 inverter 
portable generator from Generac, call 800-965-1652 or visit 
www.poweranywhere.com/tailgating.

1 Based on independent lab tests using ISO 9614 to measure sound power levels 
  vs. Honda EU2000i.                    
2 Built in the USA using domestic and foreign parts.
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Run-Time Display
Shows you how much run time 
you have left (at current load) 
before it’s time to refuel, making 
party planning a breeze.

Status Lights
Intuitive indicator lights let you 
know when you’re low on fuel or 
oil, and alerts you when there 
is a danger of overloading or 
overheating.

PowerDial™
The start, run, and stop functions 
have been combined into one, 
easy-to-use dial, eliminating the 
search for controls you need to 
use. 

PowerBar™
Generac’s unique PowerBar™ 
shows you the percentage 
of available wattage you are 
currently using, and how much is 
still available.

3 Modes
Economy, Standard and Turbo 
modes allow you to minimize 
noise for less demanding loads 
(Economy), use full power when 
it’s needed (Turbo) or find a 
middle ground (Standard).

Parallel Capable
This operation mode allows 
you to use two iQ2000s 
(parallel kit sold separately), 
for the extra power you need 
to run appliances such as a 
dish washer or air conditioner.

iQ2000 Smart Features 
for Ease of Use
The iQ2000 is one of the most user-friendly inverter 
generators available on the market today. With the LED 
dashboard, you’ll always know how much run time you 
have remaining, when to refuel, and how much power 
you have left. And that’s not all...

Power 
Your Party 
Without the 
Noise
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True tailgating devotees don’t let Mother Nature stand in 
their way! Cold temps, freezing wind-chill and hypothermia-
risking weather are no match for extreme tailgaters and 
their bags of tricks. When Jack Frost shows up to the party, 
masters of the parking-lot pilgrimage don’t call it a day; they 
turn up the heat and call it Game Day!

Whether you love the cold weather, or it simply comes with 
your team’s territory, use these tips to keep your tailgate 
warm and toasty when temps take a timeout!

Eats with heat
Calorie counting and chilly weather don’t mix. When the 
mercury takes a nosedive, ditch any thoughts of dieting and 
go for hearty foods and beverages that will warm you from 
the inside out. And don’t forget to...

Spice it up: Capsaicin, a compound found in 
spicy foods such as chili peppers and chili-
based seasonings, when eaten creates a 
warming effect in the body as it can cause 
the body’s temperature to increase. When 
kicking up the heat of a recipe, keep the 
spice level at mild or medium; any hotter and 

you run the risk of causing the body to sweat, which means 
damp clothing – a must-avoid for cold days.

Keep up the heat: Warm dips such as queso, 
the spicy warm cheese that gives nachos a 
bite, may be a game-day must, but serve it 
up when it’s freezing outside and you’ll likely 
have a not-so-appetizing chilly clump for an 
appetizer. For dips that are meant to be served 

warm, encourage guests to take their chip straight the heated 
crockpot that’s plugged into your portable generator. When the 
food is hot, not only will it taste better, but your guests’ bellies 
will be warmer, too.

Create comfort
A touch of ambiance here and there can go a long way 
toward adding warmth to an outdoor party space. That 
doesn’t mean you need to break out the tiki torches and 
inflatable palm trees to trick your guests into thinking they’re 
in a warmer climate. Still, having a few little extras on hand 
can help take the “brrr” out of brisk temps. A few include:

Lap of luxury: Offer fleece, wool or 
faux-fur blankets in team colors for 
snuggling up under before and during 
the big game.

Hot stuff: Have disposable hand warmers on hand to give 
to your guests. Instruct them to wear the warmers in their 
pockets, gloves and shoes to get things really heated up.

Soft spots: Use lightweight pillows and foam cushions as 
seats that help keep bottoms safe from brisk breezes.

Make a move: Sitting around is no way to warm up. Instead, 
start up a game of catch, cornhole or other physical activity 
to get the heart pumping and the blood moving.

Heads up: Sometimes staying dry is the best 
way to stay warm, so an overhead defense is 
essential. Tents, canopies and awnings often 
used for sun protection in warm weather can 
also be a barrier from the rain, sleet and 
snow that often come with cold temps.

Central warmth: When you simply need extra 
heat, a number of options are available. The 
most obvious is your grill. Invite guests to 
gather ’round for a group thaw. If you’re the 
type of grill master who doesn’t like too many 
cooks in the “kitchen”, consider a portable, 

lidded fire pit, where guests can huddle around before the 
ballgame begins. Or, why not go for heated centerpieces on 
folding tables. Mini propane options, similar to the larger variety 
used by restaurants with outdoor seating, provide heat that 
can’t be beat.

Wear your warmth
The clothing you wear is the only thing standing between 
you and frigid temps. Baring skin in bad weather can lead 
to frost bite and hypothermia. Dress for the occasion using 
these stylishly safe tips:

Layer your layers: Wearing lots of thick clothing can be warm, 
but it may make it hard to move. Be smart about your layers, 
and you won’t have to feel bogged down by your attire. You 
need three basic layers. The closest to your body (inner layer) 
should be made up of a material that wicks away moisture, 
keeping you dry. The middle layer is used to trap and hold 
warm air. Look for layers made of wool and down or synthetics. 
On very cold days, you may want to do multiple middle layers. 
Water- and wind-resistant materials make up the last layer. 
The goal is to protect against cold-weather wind, rain, sleet 
and snow so the other layers remain dry and comfy.

Extremes and Extremities: Heat can easily escape through 
your head, hands and feet, so keep them under cover. Pay 
special attention to your feet. If they get wet and cold, you’ll 
feel the same way. Apply the layering rules to your feet, 
using waterproof shoes or boots as your outer protection.

Beverage Gear: Look for gloves and mittens 
where a can- or bottle-holding koozie is built 
right in. Your hand will stay warm while your 
beverage stays chilled.

Cold weather can add a cool element to tailgating in the 
elements. After all, a party is all about the food you serve, the 
atmosphere you create and the attire required. Keep safety 
first, and the weather will only add to your tailgating talents!

The Art of Cold-Weather
Tailgating Carrie Anton, Tailgater Magazine
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1. “Parking Lot Party” by Lee Brice
2. “Fight for your Right to Party” by the Beastie Boys
3. “Red Solo Cup” by Toby Keith
4. “Heartache Tonight” by the Eagles
5. “Paper In Fire” by John Mellencamp

6. “Stronger” by Kayne West
7. “Fortunate Son” by Credence Clearwater Revival
8. “Chicken Fried” by Zac Brown Band
9. “Get Lucky” by Daft Punk, featuring Pharrell Williams
10. “Satisfaction” by the Rolling Stones

Generac’s Top 10 Tailgate Music Play List
The key to assembling a good music playlist for your tailgate party is to select well-known songs from a wide range of genres. 
You’ll know you’ve done it right when people are dancing and singing along. Here’s our top 10 in no particular order:

Top 5 Tailgating Games

Recipe #2

Crockpot
Cheesy
Corn
•  1/4 cup bacon
•  1/4 cup minced onion
•  1 cup cream corn
•  1 cup frozen corn
•  1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese
•  1/4 cup smoked ham
•  4 ounces cream cheese
•  2 tablespoons Grill Side BBQ Sauce
•  Salt and pepper to taste
 
Precook bacon on an electric griddle 
and add to crockpot. Then add the 
onions and let them get translucent. 
Add the remaining ingredients and 
stir. Once the cheese is melted and 
combined, it is ready for the table.
 
Recipe & photo courtesy of 
Bill Pikus, GrillSideBBQ.com

It’s always fun to throw around the old pigskin when tailgating, but if you’re looking 
for something with a competitive edge, here are five games played in stadium 
parking lots across the country.

 
1. Corn Hole: This fan fave is played when players take turns 
throwing bean bags at a raised platform with a hole in the far 
end. A bag in the hole scores 3 points, while one on the platform 
scores 1 point. The game is over when a player scores 21 points.
 
2. Washers: Similar to horseshoes, the object of washers is to 
earn points by tossing metal washers, usually around two inches in 
diameter, toward a pit or box that has a recessed cup in the center. 
Boxes are placed approximately 20 feet away from each other; 
the throwing player stands next to or behind one box and tosses 
washers toward the other. Three points are awarded to a ringer (a 
washer in the cup) and 1 point is awarded to each washer that 
lands inside the box. Games are normally played to 21 points.

3. Ladder Golf: In this game, each player has three golf ball 
“bolas”, which are made up of two golf balls attached by a nylon 
rope. The object is to wrap your bolas around the steps of the 
ladder. The ladder consists of three steps; the top step is worth 3 
points, the middle step is worth 2 and the bottom step is worth 1. 
The first player to reach exactly 21 points wins.

 
4. Kan Jam: Originally called “Garbage Can Frisbee”, the object 
is to throw and deflect a flying disc so it hits or enters a goal. A 
team consists of two people – each stands at an opposing goal 
50 feet away. One player throws the disc, while the other tries to 
deflect it so it hits or enters the goal. The deflector then throws 
the disc back to the original thrower to attempt to score, and 
then the next team takes a turn. One to 3 points are awarded 
depending on how the disc hits or enters the goal. The game 
ends when a team scores exactly 21 points or a player throws 
the disc through the front slot of the kan or the top without help 
from the deflector. 

 
5. Roundnet (also known as Spikeball and 360° Slamball): Often 
referred to as the horizontal version of beach volleyball, roundnet 
is played by two two-player teams lined up across from each 
other with a circular trampoline-like net in the center. The object 
is to hit the ball off the net so that the opposing team cannot 
return it. Like volleyball, each team has up to three touches to 
return the ball. The rally continues until the ball is not returned 
properly. Rousing contests result in diving, so this game is best 
played on sand or grass.
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